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28 October 2025 
 
 
 
 
Mr Hanish Gupta 
Returning Officer 
Australian Electoral Commission 
 
Email: IEBevents@aec.gov.au  
 
 
Dear Mr Gupta 
 
Response under section 198(1) of the Fair Work (Registered Organisations) Act 2009 
 
We refer to the post-election report dated 16 October 2025. 
 
The report identifies a rule that, in the AEC’s opinion, was difficult to interpret or apply, namely rule 
87.1. This is the branch’s response on that aspect of the report under section 198(1) of the Fair Work 
(Registered Organisations) Act 2009 (Cth) (“the Act”). 
 
The report also makes suggestions about two further rules, namely rules 49.2.1 and 49.2.7, which the 
AEC considers could support how elections are administered. While the branch is not required to 
respond to those aspects of the report, it has elected to do so below. The branch is always open to, 
and prepared to consider, feedback and suggestions about how it could improve its processes. 
 
Rule 87.1 
The report sets out rule 87.1 and states that “[t]he rule does not specify that any candidate must not 
be appointed as a scrutineer for another candidate. Candidates cannot observe counting for AEC 
elections in which they are a candidate.” 
 
The reference to “AEC elections” is not defined. While the branch accepts that the AEC has made a 
suggestion about a change in relation to rule 87.1, the branch disagrees that rule 87.1 in its terms is 
difficult to interpret or apply. 
 
Rule 87.1 provides that “[t]he provisions of sub-rules 50.1.1, 50.1.2, 50.1.3 and 50.1.4 shall apply in 
relation to the operation of this rule.” Those rules include clear provisions about the conduct of 
scrutineers. Sections 194 and 195 of the Act also apply. There is no suggestion that any scrutineer 
failed to comply with those provisions. 
 
Notwithstanding the above, the branch intends to review rule 87.1 in consultation with the federal 
organisation. 
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Rule 49.2.1 
The branch understands the suggestion and can advise that the federal organisation is already 
reviewing this issue. 
 
Rule 49.2.7 
The branch considers it important to provide members with complete information about a ballot, 
including the reasons for taking it. While some members may be able to interpret those reasons from 
the ballot paper alone, many members will be assisted by a notice that sets them out. 
 
If you have any queries, please let us know. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Madeleine Harradence 
Secretary 
ANMF (Vic Branch) 
 
CC: Records 
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